
BELIEVING
Take Root (Part 5)

Texts: Genesis 18:16-33; Ephesians 3:17-21

Aren’t our children and students great? I LOVE that video because it truly shows 
that TAKE ROOT has been about ALL of us, ALL ages, EVERYONE going on a 
journey with God and seeking to root themselves more deeply in Christ. There’s 
nothing we do that is more important than that. When people are rooted and 
growing in Christ, they will be more gracious winners and more courageous 
losers, whether at the ballot box, in baseball, or in the basic struggles of 
everyday life. When someone is rooted deeply in Christ, they are far more likely 
to develop the kind of worldview and character needed to bring forth the best in 
our homes, schools, workplaces, and governments. When a person is rooted in 
Christ, he or she will find for themselves and foster for others a more flourishing 
life here and an eternal life in heaven.

This is why of all the amazing history-making movements we’ve witnessed over 
this past year, it is not what happened at the World Series or on Election Day 
that has the longest term implications. What is happening in the lives of those 
kids we saw on-screen… and what is happening in our hearts and in other 
churches around America and the world matters even more. Baseball seasons 
come and go. Political administrations rise and fall. Economies surge and stall. 
But it is GOD and the moral vision and character that grows from the soil of 
whoever or whatever is a people’s god that sways the future. This is why what 
we’re going to do here today matters so much. It is a history-making moment – 
for you and me, for our church, and for all the others we will touch.

When our nation’s 20th president, James Garfield, was principal of Hiram College 
in Ohio, he was approached by a parent very concerned about his son's slow 
progress through school. The father asked Garfield if the course of studies might 
be shortened so that his son could complete his degree in less time. "Why, 
certainly" Garfield replied. "But it all depends on what you want to make of your 
boy. When God wants to make an oak tree he takes a hundred years. When he 
wants to make a squash, he requires only two months. Tell me, sir, which sort of 
fruit did you have in mind?"

The story we’ve been studying together over the past few weeks is like that one. 
We’ve watched Abraham and Sarah making their way through school. They’ve 
been taught and tested and tempted in all kinds of ways, as God is finding out 
and proving out what is truly inside of them. Will you really FOLLOW me? Will 
you truly TRUST me? Will you, in actual practice, PRIORITIZE me and my 
kingdom’s concerns? Will you SURRENDER all that you are and have to me? It 
takes a very long time and involves a lot of hardships because God isn’t simply 



trying to move Sarah or Abraham SOMEPLACE. God is trying to make them 
SOMEONE – as he’s trying with you and me.

A Passion for People

Our final text for this series pictures a moment where we get to see one of the 
most amazing fruits or evidences of how deeply Abraham and Sarah’s lives are 
now rooted in God’s love. You can take notes on this on page 58 of your Study 
Guide. The context here is that three mysterious visitors have arrived at Sarah 
and Abraham’s home and are being entertained. One of them appears to be God 
himself in disguise, because (as you’ll see) he goes on to speak as God in the 
first person. The other two, we have to assume, are his secret service detail -- 
angels undercover. 

This delegation has come to deliver two crucial news flashes. FIRST, they want to 
let Sarah know that she is finally pregnant with the child through whom God will 
bring forth the Israelite nation, the Messiah, and the Church of Jesus Christ. You 
can imagine the stratospheric joy that announcement brought. But SECONDLY, 
they are reporting the coming destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
These twin cities are renowned not only for their wild sexual license, but also for 
their bad treatment of the poor and their cruelty toward strangers. Think Isis in 
Mosul. Yet what God plans to do to them, is devastating for Abraham and Sarah. 
We pick up the story in Genesis 18. 

Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so 
great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they 
have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will 
know.” The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. (Gen 18:20-22) Here’s the scene. God is 
sending his Special Investigative Unit toward Sodom to determine the 
appropriate sentencing level for their consistently atrocious behavior? So why is 
Abraham standing there, sort of blocking God from following after them? If 
you’ve been with us these last weeks, you know the answer to that. Who lives in 
Sodom? That’s right: The family of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. They are living where 
the Divine Drone’s going to strike, the Holy Hurricane’s going to hit, the Tsunami 
of Justice is going to sweep. And Abraham can’t just sit there or be silent. 

Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? By the way, the Hebrew word for “approached” 
used there is a word from the courts of justice. It’s the term a lawyer uses when 
saying, “Your Honor, may I approach the bench.” Abraham gets it: God is within 
his role and rights to judge the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. They’ve been 
doing very bad stuff. 

But Abraham asks: What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? 
Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of 
the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing—



to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the 
wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” (Gen 18:24-25) In other words: I know YOU God! I’ve been traveling 
long enough with you to know your HEART. You’re not going to allow innocent 
people to be collateral damage in your strike on these cities.
 
Actually, says God, I’m even more merciful and generous than that. The Lord 
said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare 
the whole place for their sake.” (Gen 18:26) Wow, thinks Abraham. I wonder 
if there’s even more kindness there than I’ve even dared to imagine? Then 
Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to 
the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the number 
of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city 
for lack of five people?” “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not 
destroy it.” (Gen 18:27-28) 

And you thought Trump was an accomplished deal-maker? The dialogue goes on 
like this through four more rounds of negotiation. Abraham appears to haggle 
God down to agreeing to save everybody in all of the Terrible Twin Cities if even 
TEN righteous people can be found. [God] answered, “For the sake of ten, I 
will not destroy it.” When the Lord had finished speaking with 
Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home. (Gen 18:32-33)

Two Provocative Questions

Now, I don’t know if it hit you this way, but this story kicks up two really 
provocative questions I invite you to ponder with me. FIRST: Why does 
Abraham pray and pull for the saving of all these OTHERS? Why doesn’t 
he just say: “God, can you send in a Seal Team and pull my nephew Lot and his 
family out?” You may not remember this from earlier chapters, but the people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah had treated Abraham really badly. So why does he care 
whether or not those people suffer? 

Here’s my theory and I tipped it earlier: Abraham had traveled long enough with 
God, that his heart had started to beat like His. The magnificent, mysterious 
thing about God is that though he is perfectly holy and utterly sufficient in 
himself, he cares about and curves outward toward others. He moves to build 
resourceful and redemptive relationships with them. He sacrifices to save and 
bring flourishing to people he doesn’t have to help. And, after all these years, 
Abraham had come to understand that as a follower of God, this must naturally 
be his mission too. “I have chosen [you]… that all nations [peoples] on 
earth will be blessed through [you]” (Gen 18:18-19). 

After all your time of traveling with him, has your heart started to beat like 
God’s? Do you understand that as his followers, this is our mission too -- to 
sacrifice, if necessary, to reach out toward and bring blessing to others? Which 



raises the SECOND provocative question kicked up by this story: Why did 
Abraham quit his negotiation with God at just ten? Why didn’t he try to 
haggle God down to sparing Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of just FIVE 
righteous persons? Why’d he stop? 

Here’s what I think. Abraham realized that there wasn’t even ONE person in 
those cities who was truly righteous. Not Lot. Not his wife. So why bother 
negotiating further? It was a fool’s game. God was being patient and kind to 
even indulge this conversation. But he wanted Abraham to get to the point 
where he figured it out himself, and he finally did. There is only ONE whose 
righteousness is sufficient to set everyone free. God himself. 

Here’s how the Apostle Paul put it. From the point of view of the holiness of God: 
There is no one righteous, not even one… all have turned away… no 
one does good… their tongues practice deceit… the way of peace they 
do not know… there is no fear of God before their eyes… All have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God… and the wages of sin is 
death... But the GIFT of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Romans 3; 6:23).

Dare to Believe in What God Can Do Through You

People have asked me over the past months: Dan, why are we taking on so 
much through this TAKE ROOT initiative? We’re moving to support contemporary 
worship with the same number of seats and standard of excellence as we’ve 
always done for our traditional worship ministry. We’re improving the accessibility 
and hospitality of our campus for newcomers and old-timers alike. We’re 
extending two new branches of our church into other communities in the next 
two years. We’re going to strengthen our core ministries and improve our media 
outreach. We’re planning to do more to help the poor around the corner and 
around the world. Why pursue all these audacious goals?

For two reasons: The heart of God and the needs of people. You see, God gazes 
upon people in the neighborhoods and region around us who think their own 
righteousness will save them, when it won’t. He sees people who will never truly 
know Him or never fully flourish without the help of a church like ours. He sees a 
society cut off from its spiritual roots and desperately in need of revival. And God 
has offered you and me the amazing privilege of being part of his plan to 
address these needs. He is inviting us to be, like Abraham and Sarah, the ones 
through whom many people will be blessed.

Do you BELIEVE he can do that through you? Through this church? I do. I’ve 
seen the surge of blessing already moving up from the roots and through the 
trunk and out through the branches of this church’s people. You got a glimpse 
earlier of what he’s doing in the heart of over 500 kids who’ve already made a 
commitment to Take Root. They are not alone. Three Fridays ago, the leaders of 



Christ Church followed the biblical example set forth in 1 Chronicles 29 and 
WENT FIRST in making a deeper commitment to the Lord’s work through this 
church. Nearly 300 households turned in a commitment card that evening. Some 
people were making a commitment like this for the first time in their life.. We 
witnessed people making daring changes in their spending and sacrificial gifts 
out of their stored resources. We saw four, five, six, and seven figure gifts. But 
most impressive of all, we got to see hearts starting to beat even more like 
God’s. 

We put together this video so you could see and hear it too – the stories of 
people like you and me, who have come forward to root their lives more deeply 
in Christ, for the sake of others… [VIDEO]
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